
 
  



 



1 

NOTE ABOUT WORSHIP 

Paraphrasing Jaroslav Pelikan, when asked why faith communities need a creed, he 
remarks, because praying “To whom it may concern” is too lonely - especially in difficult 
times. At the heart of Jesus’ question to Peter, “Who do you say that I am?” Jesus invites 
Peter and the disciples into a deeper relationship with him. Even though Peter names Jesus 
“the Messiah, the Son of the Living God,” he can only know what this means as he and the 
other disciples continue to follow Jesus. 

Now, Jesus turns to us and asks, “Who do you say that I am?” This question is always much 
larger than we are, and, thankfully, we do not have to answer by ourselves. The gift of the 
Church is that the community who has come before us and the community who surrounds 
us answers this question with us.  Through scripture, liturgy, sacraments, hymns and creed, 
our worship shapes our imagination as we faithfully respond to Jesus’ question. The liturgy 
of our worship service this evening follows the seasons of the church year. Advent, 
Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter and Pentecost tell the story of Jesus’ life and our life with 
Jesus. 

Our prayer is that tonight’s service deepens our relationship with Jesus and helps us as we 
respond together to Jesus’ question, “Who do you say that I am?” 

GATHERING 

Prelude The Rev. John Tirro 

Welcome and Land Acknowledgement Brooke Summerour 

Necrology 

+ Rev. Bill Zima October 8, 1965 – September 6, 2022 

+ Rev. Robert “Buz” Van Horne June 5, 1943 – November 4, 2022 

+ Rev. Matthew Ernst October 28, 1939 – April 21, 2023 

Call to Worship The Revs. Ward Misenheimer and Meghan Richter 
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Opening Hymns ELW #254 “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus” 

 
 

ELW #296 “What Child is This” 

What child is this, who, laid to rest, 
on Mary's lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 
while shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the king, 
whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

haste, haste to bring him laud, 
the babe, the son of Mary! 

 
Why lies he in such mean estate 
where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 
the silent Word is pleading. 

Nails, spear shall pierce him through, 
the cross be borne for me, for you; 

hail, hail the Word made flesh, 
the babe, the son of Mary! 
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“Born in a Barn Where Cows and Sheep” 
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Processional Hymn “What King Would Wade Through Murky Streams” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanksgiving for Baptism The Rev. Jennifer Shimota 

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God,  
the fountain of living water, 
the rock who gave us birth, 
our light and our salvation 

Amen. 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
and by your Word you created the world,  
calling forth life in which you took delight. 
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Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By water and your Word you claim us as your children, 
Making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
shower us with your Spirit,  
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace and love. 

To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Hymn of Praise “Swiftly Pass the Clouds of Glory” 
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Prayer of Illumination The Rev. Ben Kifer 

Let us pray. God of all creation, we praise you for coming to us in your Son Jesus 
Christ. When the word of your prophets went unheard and when their message was 
rejected, you spoke your creative word once more, bringing order out of chaos again 
– this time not to bring a world into being, but to bring your being into the world, the 
very essence of your love taking on our flesh. As we prepare to listen to the words of 
scripture:  
Open our ears that we may hear.  
Open our minds that we may be renewed.  
Open our hearts that we may be transformed.  

Amen. 

WORD 

The First Reading                                   Acts 4:8-12                               The Rev. Jack Russell 

Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, 
if we are being questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was 
sick and are being asked how this man has been healed, let it be known to all of you, 
and to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by 
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from 
the dead. This Jesus is ‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; it has 
become the cornerstone.’ “There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other 
name under heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved.” 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation “To You All Hearts Are Open” 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



7 

The Holy Gospel                           Matthew 16:13-24                                 Bishop Tim Smith 

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 
“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the 
Baptist but others Elijah and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to 
them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, 
the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of 
Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. And 
I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of 
Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, 
and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 
earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell 
anyone that he was the Messiah.  

From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem 
and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes 
and be killed and on the third day be raised. And Peter took him aside and began to 
rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” But he 
turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me, for you 
are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 

Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let them deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 

This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Sermon Bishop Tim Smith 
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Hymn of the Day “Source and Sovereign, Rock and Cloud” 

 

Installation of the Rev. Alfredo Oviedo, Assistant to the Bishop, NC Synod 

Creed The Rev Ethan Overcash 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us confess our faith with the words of the 
Apostles’ Creed: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Prayers of the Faithful “Bring Your Best to Their Worst” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Sharing of the Peace        Marvelous Dwanah 

On that first Easter evening, Jesus came to his disciples and showed them his hands 
and his side. In the wounds of Christ, we find healing. In the words of Christ, we 
receive peace. The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

Offering Audacious—Every Youth Registered! 

The offering for this evening will help meet the goal to pay for every NC Synod youth's 
registration fee for the upcoming 2024 ELCA Youth Gathering. 
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Offertory Song “Shalom, Salaam” 

 

MEAL 

Table Prayer Deacon Holly Shipley 

Let us pray. The table of bread and wine is now made ready. It is the table of 
company with Jesus, and all who love him. It is the table of sharing with the poor of 
the world, with whom Jesus identified himself. It is the table of communion with the 
earth, in which Jesus became fully human. So come to the table, all who have much 
faith and all who would like to have more; all who have been here often and all who 
have not been in a long time; all who have tried to follow Jesus, and all who have 
fallen short. Come. It is Christ who invites us all to meet him here. 

Amen. 
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The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
Our Lord Jesus took bread and gave 
thanks, broke it and gave it to his 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy that 
we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and 
merciful God, for the glorious resurrection 
of our Lord, the true Paschal Lamb who 
gave himself to take away our sin, who in 
dying has destroyed death, and in rising 
has brought us to eternal life. And so with 
Mary Magdalene and Peter, and with Bill 
Zima, Robert Van Horne, and Matthew 
Ernst, and with all the witnesses of the 
resurrection, with earth and sea and all 
their creatures, and with angels, 
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we 
praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 

 

Great Thanksgiving The Rev. Alfredo Oviedo 

We invite you participate in the Eucharistic liturgy in the language of your heart. 

El Señor sea con ustedes. 
Y también contigo. 
Elevemos los corazones. 
Al Señor los elevamos. 
Demos gracias al Señor nuestro Dios. 
Es justo darle gracias y alabanza. 

 
En verdad es digno, justo y saludable que 
en todo tiempo y en todo lugar te demos 
gracias y alabanza, oh Señor, Padre santo, 
todopoderoso y eterno Dios. Pero aún 
más, debemos alabarte por la gloriosa 
resurrección de nuestro Señor; porque él 
es el verdadero Cordero Pascual que se 
entregó para quitar nuestro pecado, que 
muriendo, destruyó la muerte, y 
resucitando, nos ha traído a la vida 
eterna. Así pues, con María Magdalena y 
Pedro, y con Bill Zima, Robert Van Horne y 
Matthew Ernst, y todos los testigos de la 
resurrección, con la tierra y el mar y todas 
sus criaturas, y con los ángeles y 
arcángeles, querubines y serafines, 
alabamos tu nombre y nos unimos a su 
himno eterno: 

 
Santo, santo, santo,  
santo es el Señor, Dios del universo. 
Llenos están el cielo  
y la tierra de tu gloria. 
Hosanna en el cielo. 
Bendito el que viene  
en el nombre del Señor. 
Hosanna en el cielo,  
hosanna en las alturas. 

 

 

 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes  
in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
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Words of Institution 

La noche en que fue entregado, 
nuestro Señor Jesús tomó pan y dio 
gracias; lo partió y lo dio a sus 
discípulos, diciendo:Tomen y 
coman; esto es mi cuerpo, dado 
por ustedes. Hagan esto en 
memoria mía. 

 
De igual manera, después de haber 
cenado, tomó la copa, dio gracias y la dio 
a beber a todos, diciendo: 
Esta copa es el nuevo pacto en mi sangre, 
derramada por ustedes  
y por todo el mundo para el perdón del 
pecado. Hagan esto en memoria mía. 

Lord’s Prayer 

We invite you to pray the Lord’s Prayer in the language of your heart. 
 

Padre nuestro que estás en el cielo, 
santificado sea tu nombre. Venga tu reino. 
Hágase tu voluntad en la tierra como en el 
cielo. Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada día. 
Perdona nuestras ofensas como también 
nosotros perdonamos a los que nos 
ofenden. No nos dejes caer en tentación y 
líbranos del mal. Porque tuyo es el reino, 
tuyo es el poder y tuya es la gloria, ahora y 
siempre. Amén 
 

Distribution of Communion 
Communion will be distributed by intinction at stations at the head of the aisle. 

Communion Hymns 
ELW #353 “Were You There?” 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, 
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying, “This cup is the new covenant 
in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do 
this for the remembrance of me.  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be 
your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily 
bread. Forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and 
deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power and the glory 
are yours, now and forever Amen. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread and gave 
thanks, broke it and gave it to his 
disciples saying: “Take and eat; this is 
my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the night in which he was 
betrayed, 
Our Lord Jesus took bread and gave 
thanks, broke it and gave it to his 
disciples saying, “Take and eat; this 
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Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

Were you there when God raised him from the grave? 
Were you there when God raised him from the grave? 

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when God raised him from the grave? 

 

“All We Are Meant to Be” Tom Eure and Amelia Osborne 
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“As a Mother Comforts Her Child” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“You Have Done Everything Well” 
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“The Wind that Stirs the Sea to Sing” 

Post-Communion Blessing The Rev Alfredo Oviedo 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood strengthen, 
keep and unite us, now and forever. 

Amen. 

SENDING 

Benediction Vicar Emily Graff 

May you never feel alone in the struggle for justice and peace. 
May you know the support of family, friends, and people who feel  
as passionately about the world as you do. 
May you feel a part of the great cloud of witnesses, who through the 
ages, did God’s work and prayed for the coming of the Kingdom. 
May you never feel alone. And if you do, may you carry in your heart 
the words of Jesus, who told his friends: “I am with you always.” 

Amen.  
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Sending Hymn    “God of Justice (We Must Go)” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dismissal Bishop Tim Smith 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 
 
 



 



 

RESOURCES 

 
Drawing from the gifts of the Church and all the ways we have responded 
throughout time and place to Jesus’ question, “Who do you say that I am?”, we 
used the following resources in crafting our worship: 
 
John Tirro helped to create this worship service and served as our musician in 
worship this evening. John is the pastor of worship at St. John’s Lutheran Church 
(ELCA) in Knoxville, TN. He had a first career writing chart-topping songs on the pop 
end of Country Music (“So Much For Pretending” by Bryan White and “Imagine That” 
by Diamond Rio), as well as songs on Platinum albums by LeAnn Rimes, Rascal Flatts, 
and others. John offers workshops in new hymns, leads worship at regional 
gatherings, and continues to write songs, including “To You All Hearts Are Open,” in 
the ELCA hymnal All Creation Sings. Resources and licensing for John’s songs, 
including the songs we sang together this evening, can be found 
at thereverbcollective.com, as well as with this QR code. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

The Prayer of Illumination is by Moira Laidlaw, revised. 
 
The Table Prayer is from Iona Abbey Worship Book, copyright 2001 by Wild Goose 
Publications. 
 
The benediction was written by an unknown source. 
Portions of this liturgy were reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright 
2006 by Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. All of the above used by permission 
of Augsburg Fortress liturgies license SAS002884. 
 
Readings come from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright 1989, 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. 
 
Hymns used by permission, CCLI #2705565. 
 


