
Survey of the Prophet Isaiah

Week Four: Mar 4, 2021

Chapters 28-35: prophecies against Ephraim and 
Jerusalem and of Messiah’s deliverance and
restoration of God’s glory 
Chapters 36-39: siege of Jerusalem and Isaiah’s 
prediction of Babylonian exile
To Prepare for Week Four: Read Chapters 25:1-10, 
29:13-16, 35:1-10, 39:5-8



Isaiah 25 O Lord, you are my God;
I will exalt you, I will praise your name;

for you have done wonderful things,
plans formed of old, faithful and sure.

2 For you have made the city a heap,
the fortified city a ruin;

the palace of aliens is a city no more,
it will never be rebuilt.

3 Therefore strong peoples will glorify you;
cities of ruthless nations will fear you.

4 For you have been a refuge to the poor,
a refuge to the needy in their distress,
a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat.

When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm,
5     the noise of aliens like heat in a dry place,
you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds;

the song of the ruthless was stilled.



6 On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines,
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear.

7 And he will destroy on this mountain
the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
the sheet that is spread over all nations;

8     he will swallow up death forever.
Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces,

and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, 
for the Lord has spoken.
9 It will be said on that day,

Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save 
us.

This is the Lord for whom we have waited;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.

10 For the hand of the Lord will rest on this mountain.



1 Corinthians 15:54
New Revised Standard Version

54 When this perishable body puts on 
imperishability, and this mortal body 
puts on immortality, then the saying that 
is written will be fulfilled:

“Death has been swallowed up in 
victory.”



Revelation 21:4
New Revised Standard Version

4 he will wipe every tear from their 
eyes.
Death will be no more;
mourning and crying and pain will be 
no more,
for the first things have passed away.”



Isaiah 29: 13 The Lord said:
Because these people draw near with their mouths

and honor me with their lips,
while their hearts are far from me,

and their worship of me is a human commandment learned by rote;
14 so I will again do amazing things with this people,

shocking and amazing.
The wisdom of their wise shall perish,

and the discernment of the discerning shall be hidden.

15 Ha! You who hide a plan too deep for the Lord,
whose deeds are in the dark,
and who say, “Who sees us? Who knows us?”

16 You turn things upside down!
Shall the potter be regarded as the clay?

Shall the thing made say of its maker, “He did not make me”;
or the thing formed say of the one who formed it,

“He has no understanding”?











Some Potter/Clay reflections:

How often, even in church, do we decide, even in 
strategic planning, what is our preference our 
opinion, pursue it, and then fervently ask God to 
bless it? Shouldn’t we instead ask and pursue that 
we would do what God is blessing rather than ask 
God to bless what we are doing?

Prayer: Do we pray that God might bend God’s will 
to ours (mine), or do we pray to bend our (my) 
will to God’s? Who is the potter; who is the clay?



Seen on a philosophy 

professor’s door at L-R in 1990:

Two great truths of the universe: 

1. There is a God.

2. You’re not it. 

Greatest sin in a religion whose 
greatest distinguishing factor is 
monotheism is IDOLATRY. That’s why 
the 10 Commandments start there!





Isaiah 35 The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad,
the desert shall rejoice and blossom;

like the crocus 2 it shall blossom abundantly,
and rejoice with joy and singing.

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.

They shall see the glory of the Lord,
the majesty of our God.

3 Strengthen the weak hands,
and make firm the feeble knees.

4 Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
“Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God.
He will come with vengeance,

with terrible recompense.
He will come and save you.”



5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped;

6 then the lame shall leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the speechless sing for 

joy.
For waters shall break forth in the 
wilderness,

and streams in the desert;
7 the burning sand shall become a pool,

and the thirsty ground springs of water;
the haunt of jackals shall become a 
swamp,[a]

the grass shall become reeds and rushes.



To ponder: In all of the Gospels, how does 
Jesus begin his ministry? 

1. Opening eyes of the blind (Jn. 9:1-41)
2. Giving hearing to the deaf. (Mk. 7:31-37)
3. Healing the lame. (Jn 5:2-12)
4. Giving speech to the mute. (Mt 9:31-32)



8 A highway shall be there,
and it shall be called the Holy Way;

the unclean shall not travel on it,[b]
but it shall be for God’s people;[c]
no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray.

9 No lion shall be there,
nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;

they shall not be found there,
but the redeemed shall walk there.

10 And the ransomed of the Lord shall return,
and come to Zion with singing;

everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
they shall obtain joy and gladness,
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.



In Isaiah 37 King Sennacherib of 
Assyria is defeated and 185,000 
Assyrians trying to destroy Jerusalem 
are slain Then his sons assassinate him 
back in Nineveh. It is the beginning of 
the end of the Assyrian Empire’s 
domination of the ancient near-east. 
(36:36-38)

In Isaiah 38 King Hezekiah of Judah 
becomes very ill, to the point of death.





Isaiah 39:1-4

39 At that time King Merodach-baladan son of Baladan of 
Babylon sent envoys with letters and a present to Hezekiah, for 
he heard that he had been sick and had recovered. 2 Hezekiah 
welcomed them; he showed them his treasure house, the silver, 
the gold, the spices, the precious oil, his whole armory, all that 
was found in his storehouses. There was nothing in his house or 
in all his realm that Hezekiah did not show them. 3 Then the 
prophet Isaiah came to King Hezekiah and said to him, “What 
did these men say? From where did they come to you?” 
Hezekiah answered, “They have come to me from a far country, 
from Babylon.” 4 He said, “What have they seen in your house?” 
Hezekiah answered, “They have seen all that is in my house; 
there is nothing in my storehouses that I did not show them.”



Isaiah 39 5 Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, 
“Hear the word of the Lord of hosts: 6 
Days are coming when all that is in your 
house, and that which your ancestors have 
stored up until this day, shall be carried to 
Babylon; nothing shall be left, says the 
Lord. 7 Some of your own sons who are 
born to you shall be taken away; they shall 
be eunuchs in the palace of the king of 
Babylon.” 8 Then Hezekiah said to Isaiah, 
“The word of the Lord that you have 
spoken is good.” For he thought, “There 
will be peace and security in my days.”




